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Picture Story Book Analysis of Language Skills at State 
Kindergarten 1 Selat Penuguan 

Abstract 
The objective of this study was to determine the influence of picture storybooks on children's 
language skills at TKN 1 Selat Penuguan. This research employed a quantitative approach 
using a pre-experimental method with a one-group pretest-posttest design. The population 
for this study comprised all 17 students from Group B at TKN 1 Selat Penuguan. The sampling 
technique utilized was total sampling, with the sample consisting of all 17 students from TKN 
1 Selat Penuguan. The instrument used in this study was an observation sheet for children's 
language abilities. In this research, the dependent variable consisted of two variables: before 
and after. Consequently, a paired sample t-test was conducted to analyze the data using SPSS 
software. The results of the study indicated a significant difference in the mean language 
ability scores before and after the implementation of picture storybooks, confirming the 
effectiveness of this learning medium in enhancing children's language development. This 
study aligns with the findings of previous research that also discovered a positive correlation 
between the use of picture storybooks and early childhood language development. 
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INTRODUCTION

Language ability is an important aspect that needs to be developed from an early 
age. Language is a means for children to communicate, express thoughts and feelings, 
and gain knowledge. The development of good language skills during the golden 
period of a child's growth will have a positive impact on learning success at the next 
level of education (Nahdi & Yunitasari, 2019). 

Many children face difficulties in understanding and using language well. Using 
picture story books as an interesting and stimulating learning tool can be one solution 
to overcome this challenge (Siregar et al., 2022). 

One effective method for improving children's language skills is through reading 
picture story books (Julia, 2021; Lestari et al., 2020; Nurulloh Lailatul Jannah, 2022). 

 

Erna Budiarti 
bbbudiarti@gmail.com
Universitas Panca Sakti Bekasi, Indonesia 

 
Ayu Dwi Widia 
widiadwiay@gmail.com  

Universitas Panca Sakti Bekasi, Indonesiaa 

 

https://issn.lipi.go.id/terbit/detail/20210503052087115
https://doi.org/10.25217/jcd.v1i2.1833
mailto:ernabudiarti@panca-sakti.ac.id
mailto:widiadwiay@gmail.com
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/


Picture Story Book Analysis of Language Skills at State Kindergarten 1 Selat Penuguan 

JCD; Journal of Childhood Development, Vol 4 No 2, 2024 | 427 

 

Picture story books attract children's interest and attention because of the combination 
of story text and interesting pictures as well as stories that are close to the child's world 
(Rizqiyani & Azizah, 2019). When children are interested, they are more easily 
involved in activities and absorb the information presented (Madyawati, 2017). 

Through reading picture story books, children's language development can be 
stimulated from various aspects such as enriching vocabulary, teaching sentence 
structure, stimulating the ability to listen and understand stories, and encouraging the 
ability to tell stories or express oneself. However, the application of picture story 
books as a language learning medium in PAUD institutions is still not optimal 
(Cahyani & Suyadi, 2019). 

The method of telling stories to children is to invite children to play important 
games, not just to encourage children to read (Budiarti et al., 2023). Storytelling 
activities for children aged 3 to 4 years are designed to help children develop their 
language. Therefore, storytelling can be a good way to train children's listening skills, 
which can really help children tell stories and increase their vocabulary. According to 
the child's developmental stage, it can also improve children's pronunciation skills 
and train children's sentence-making abilities. Speaking, reading and listening are 
adapted to the development stages of early childhood. Because every child 
understands and learns differently. 

The process of developing children's language through storytelling should start 
from an early age, this period is a sensitive period for children to learn, because the 
essence of relationships between humans is good communication (Maharani & 
Budiarti, 2022). The teacher is also at the heart of learning, but this does not mean that 
only the teacher has the right to take the initiative in the classroom during the learning 
process, but children also have the right to actively follow the teacher to communicate. 
Language is intertwined between teachers and students. Therefore, teachers play an 
important role in the classroom in training and honing children's language through 
storytelling to improve children's early language skills and develop receptive and 
expressive language and literacy skills. 

Based on initial observations at TKN 1 Selat Penuguan, Palembang City, 
researchers found that there were still children whose speaking abilities had not yet 
developed. As found in the field, there are children who cannot name symbols or 
letters, are not fluent in speaking, and are less able to communicate with their peers 
and are still lacking in carrying out learning activities using storytelling media. This 
results in less than optimal learning, especially regarding improving language in 
children using picture story media. Based on the results of interviews conducted by 
researchers with teachers at TKN 1 Selat Penuguan, they said that the learning process 
for group B children began with reading a prayer which was followed by all the 
children. After that, the child will be directed to hear the story told by the teacher. 
Based on these problems, it is necessary to carry out a more in-depth study on 
"Analysis of Picture Story Books on Language Ability at TKN 1 Selat Penuguan". 

 

METHODS 
This research uses a quantitative approach using a pre-experimental method 

using a one group pretest posttest design. In this study, the population taken was all 
children from group B of TKN 1 Selat Penuguan, totaling 17 students. The sampling 
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technique in this research was total sampling. The samples taken were 17 students at 
TKN 1 Selat Penuguan. The instrument in this research was an observation sheet on 
children's language abilities. In this study the dependent variable consists of two 
variables, namely before and after. Consequently, a test of the difference in means for 
two paired samples (paired sample t-test) was performed to assess the data using SPSS 
software. Based on the research objectives, the research hypothesis is that there is a 
significant difference in the language abilities of TKN 1 Selat Penuguan children 
before and after implementing picture story book media. 
 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 
Research result 

In this study, the data obtained by researchers was the result of students' 

language skills after carrying out the learning process using picture story books. The 

test used in this research to obtain scores is pre-test. Meanwhile, speaking ability in 

this study is the final ability score obtained from activities post-test. 

The students involved in this research were Group B, with a total of 17 students. 

In this research activity, Group B, which was used as the research object, all students 

followed the learning process to the end and completed it post-test which are given. 

So, the total number who took part in research activities was 17 students. 

 

Table 1. Categorization of Student Language Ability Results 

Category Class Intervals F % 

BSB > 59 2 11.76 

BSH 54.00- 59.00 9 52.94 

MB 49.00 -53.00 2 11.76 

BB < 49.00 4 23.53 

Total 17 100.00 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 2. List of Recapitulation of Student Language Ability Results 

No Code 

Pretest 

Score 

Category 

 Skor Posts  

Categor

y 

1 Son01 29 BB 48 BB 

2 

Anak0

2 29 BB 59 BSH 

3 

Anak0

3 48 BB 56 BSH 

4 

Anak0

4 39 BB 58 BSH 
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5 

Anak0

5 28 BB 50 MB 

6 

Anak0

6 26 BB 59 BSH 

7 

Anak0

7 34 BB 58 BSH 

8 

Anak0

8 44 BB 46 BB 

9 Son09 47 BB 44 BB 

10 

Anak1

0 48 BB 58 BSH 

11 

Anak1

1 46 BB 60 BSB 

12 

Anak1

2 51 MB 56 BSH 

13 

Anak1

3 37 BB 50 MB 

14 Son14 37 BB 60 BSB 

15 

Anak1

5 47 BB 48 BB 

16 

Anak1

6 55 BSH 54 BSH 

17 

Anak1

7 31 BB 56 BSH 

 

Tables 1 and 2 above provide information about the results of assessing 

children's language abilities. This assessment is categorized into four categories that 

describe the child's language skills, namely Very Good (BSB), Good (BSH), Moderate 

(MB), and Low (BB). 

The Very Good Category (BSB) includes children who score more than 59, 

indicating excellent language skills. Two children fell into this category, representing 

11.76% of the total children assessed. The Good Category (BSH) includes children who 

score between 54.00 and 59.00. This is the category with the largest number of children, 

with 9 children, representing the majority with 52.94%. The Moderate Category (MB) 

includes children who score between 49.00 and 53.00. Two children fell into this 

category, indicating that they had fairly good language skills, but still had room for 

improvement. Finally, the Low Category (BB) includes children who score below 

49.00. Four children fell into this category, indicating that they need more attention to 

improve their language skills. 



Picture Story Book Analysis of Language Skills at State Kindergarten 1 Selat Penuguan 

430 | JCD; Journal of Childhood Development, Vol 4 No 2, 2024 

 

The summary of the recapitulation results shows that the majority of children 

have good language skills, with a small number having very good abilities and others 

requiring additional support to improve their language skills. This data can be used 

to understand strengths and weaknesses in students' language abilities and to design 

appropriate learning strategies to meet their individual needs. 

 

Table 3. Paired Statistics Results 

 Mean N 

Std. 

Deviation 

Std. Error 

Mean 

Pair 1 Pretest 39.76 17 9.155 2.220 

Posts 54.12 17 5.302 1.286 

 

In the output above we are shown a summary of the descriptive statistical 

results of the two samples studied, namely the Pre Test and Post Test scores. For the 

Pre Test scores, the average child language ability or mean was 39.76. Meanwhile, for 

the Post Test scores, the average score for children's language skills was 54.12. The 

number of respondents or students used as research samples was 17 students. For 

value Std. Deviation (standard deviation) in the Pre Test was 9.155 and the Post Test 

was 5.302. Lastly is value Std. Error Mean for the Pre Test it was 2,220 and for the Post 

Test it was 1,286. 

Because the average value of children's language abilities in the Pre Test is 39.76 

< Post Test 54.12, this means that descriptively there is a difference in the average of 

children's language abilities between the Pretest and the Post Test results. Next, to 

prove whether the difference is really real (significant) or not, we need to interpret the 

results uji paired sample t test which is found in the output table "Paired Samples Test” 

Table 4. Paired Sample T Test Results 

 

Paired Differences 

t df 

Sig. (2-

tailed) Mean 

Std. 

Deviatio

n 

Std. Error 

Mean 

95% Confidence 

Interval of the 

Difference 

Lower Upper 

Pair 

1 

Loans - 

Posts 

-

14.353 
11.158 2.706 -20.090 -8.616 -5.304 16 .000 

 

Based on the output table “Paired Samples Test” above, the Sig value is known. 

(2-tailed) is 0.000 < 0.05, then H0 rejected and Ha accepted. So it can be concluded that 

there is a difference in the average language abilities of children between the Pre Test 

and Post Test, which means that there is an influence of the use of picture story books 

on children's language abilities at TKN 1 Selat Penuguan. 
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Data collected from this research shows that the majority of children at TKN 1 

Selat Penuguan showed an increase in language skills after implementing picture 

story books. The categorization of the results shows that the majority of children have 

good language skills, some are moderate, and some require more attention. 

The Paired Sample T-test was used to determine whether there was a 

significant difference in children's language abilities before and after implementing 

picture story books. The test results show that there is a significant difference between 

the before and after conditions, which indicates that the alternative hypothesis is 

accepted. 

 

Discussion 

The results showed that there was a significant increase in children's language 

skills after implementing picture story books. This is indicated by the results of the 

Paired Sample T-test which shows the difference in average language ability scores 

before and after treatment. These findings confirm the effectiveness of picture story 

books as a learning tool that can improve children's language knowledge, vocabulary 

and understanding of sentence structure. 

This discussion also considers previous research that has shown a relationship 

between the use of picture books and early childhood language development. 

Research by Ine Laka (2022) emphasizes the importance of interesting and interactive 

learning media in improving speaking skills and understanding language (Ine Laka 

et al., 2022). Dewi Hermawati's (2022) findings show that picture story books can 

improve overall language skills, including listening, speaking, reading and writing 

(Hermawati Ningsih & Windasari, 2022). 

This research is also enriched by findings from Sunardi (2023) and Yuni Zalmi 

(2021), which show that picture story books can improve vocabulary and overall 

language development (Refila Yuni Zalmi & Nenny Mahyuddin, 2021; Sunardi et al., 

2023). Dian Pratiwi (2021) and Fitriyani (2017) added that the use of picture story 

books is effective in improving speaking skills and overall language abilities (Dian 

Pratiwi et al., 2021; Fitriyani & Joni, 2017). 

In this context, this research provides additional empirical evidence that 

supports the effectiveness of using picture story books in early childhood education. 

These findings also emphasize the importance of picture storybook design that is 

appropriate to children's culture and educational environment, which can influence 

their language development. 

This discussion focuses not only on statistical significance but also on the 

practical implications of the findings. The results of the research show that teachers 

and educators at TKN 1 Selat Penuguan can use picture story books as an effective 

learning tool to improve children's language skills. This can help in designing 

curricula and learning strategies that better suit the needs of young children. 
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In addition, this research can provide insight for parents and other stakeholders 

about the importance of choosing the right learning media to support children's 

language development at home. Thus, well-designed picture books can be a powerful 

tool for enhancing young children's language development and preparing them for 

future academic success. 

This research provides additional evidence that attractive visual learning media 
can increase children's interest and motivation in learning language. These findings 
also emphasize the importance of designing picture story books that suit the 
characteristics of young children, which can influence the development of their 
language skills. Thus, well-designed picture storybooks can be an effective tool for 
improving early childhood language development. 
 
CONCLUSION 

Based on the results of research conducted at TKN 1 Selat Penuguan, it can be 
concluded that the use of picture story books has a significant influence on the 
language skills of young children. These findings show that learning strategies that 
use interesting and interactive visual media can improve children's language 
knowledge, vocabulary and understanding of sentence structures. The results of the 
Paired Sample T-test show the difference in average language ability scores before and 
after the implementation of picture story books, which confirms the effectiveness of 
this learning media in improving children's language development. This research is 
in line with the results of previous studies which also found a positive relationship 
between the use of picture story books and early childhood language development. 
Based on the findings, it is recommended that teachers and educators at TKN 1 Selat 
Penuguan continue to use picture story books as an effective learning tool to improve 
children's language skills. In addition, parents and other stakeholders are encouraged 
to choose and use appropriate learning media to support children's language 
development at home. 
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